CREATIVE ART 1

Instructor: Mr. Waters M.A., M.F.A.

Email: dwaters@usd210.org

Phone: (620)544-4311

Office Hours: M-F 3:30pm-4:00pm

Course Description

Creative Art 1 is a year-long class that gives students the opportunity to rely on their perceptions of the environment, developed through increasing visual awareness and sensitivity to surroundings, memory, imagination and life experiences, as a source for creating artworks. 

Art I is designed to reinforce and build on knowledge and skills developed at the elementary and middle school levels. It is the foundation level for art study throughout high school. The course is primarily devoted to deliberate and systematic presentations of various art processes, procedures, theories, and historical developments. Students will have experiences in producing two-dimensional and three-dimensional artworks. The course emphasizes the study of the elements of art and principles of design, color theory, vocabulary, art criticism, art history, and safety in the art room. The approach to art experiences during this time is experimental in terms of materials. Students are provided a strong foundation in design, drawing and vocabulary in a teacher-structured environment. Problem solving and decision making are emphasized throughout Creative Art I.
Students will express their thoughts and ideas creatively, while challenging their imaginations, fostering reflective thinking and developing disciplined effort and problem-solving skills. Students will develop respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures by analyzing artistic styles and historical periods. Students will respond to and analyze artworks, thus contributing to the development of lifelong skills of making informed judgments and evaluations.

Your success in this course will be directly proportional to your ownership of the material. I am here to guide you in your study of this material and in your development of abilities including written and oral communication. Only you are responsible for your education.

Grades

Attendance/ Participation
25%




Sketchbook/ Questions and





Report



25%




Critiques


25%




Midterm/ Final Project
            25%




Attendance/ Participation

Attendance is necessary because the majority of drawing will be done in class. Participation measures your responsiveness during critiques, your ability to be on time, bringing the appropriate supplies, and having a good attitude

Class Rules

All rules listed in the student handbook apply also to include a portion of your grade for participation and clean up of materials.

Sketch book

In order to establish a habit of drawing, students will need to keep a sketch book and are required to make 5 small or one large drawing a week outside of class. These drawings need not be labor intensive; a 10-15 minute drawing is acceptable.  The only sketchbooks that I will accept are a purchased sketchbook or the sketchbook you made in class. I will not accept any loose pages nor anything stapled together. Also, you will answer the focus questions in your sketchbook, there is one question every week which are located on the USD 210 web site in both English and Spanish.  Students will generally have 1 week to complete their sketches therefore must be turned in at the beginning of class when the bell rings. 

Final Project

This projects need to illustrate an understanding of the concepts covered in class and should differ from in class projects. Subject matter will be left up to personal discretion but a general format or idea will be given to you and must be school appropriate. Students are advised to begin the project at least two weeks prior to the due date. 

Reference / Source Material

Students are encouraged to take advantage of all their previous art training to acquire interesting sources. Source material is acceptable in any form (for example: photo copies, photographs, found objects, etc.) This is an important part of your idea and thought process therefore, the more sources you can draw influences and ideas from the better off you will be.

Written Report
In an effort to get you to think about Art, a one page, typed report will be written about an art topic. This report can be about a specific artist, an art movement; art related books or articles in art magazines are acceptable. This report must be no larger than 12 point font and double spaced. There is no need for a title or images, only your name and class is required in the header. Please check the sign up sheet on the bulletin board as no two people in the same class can have the same report.  It is vital for future artists to develop critical thought about art.  You cannot use any citations from Wikipedia.

Plagiarism - is using another person's ideas or creative work without giving credit to that person. If the specific information is common knowledge it does not need to be sited. It includes:

paraphrasing information from a source without referencing the source, copying and pasting Internet information, graphics or media into your work without citing the source, using someone else's work or buying papers or research you did not do and turning it in as if you had done the work yourself, and not putting quote marks around parts of sources you copy exactly 

Critiques

Critiques are one of the most important aspects of class. Each student will put his or her work on the wall and a conversation about it will occur. Participation in these critiques is an important part of the learning process. You are expected to learn from the successful and unsuccessful aspects of your work and your classmates work. Virtually all artists need to be given constructive criticism in order to progress. If you have not taken an art class before, this class will be some what different from anything you have experienced in the past as art has a very unique language. Therefore, you must articulate what you see, this will not only help you develop your perception but it will help us to develop ours.

